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Thank You – Bench Fire Response
August ___, 2026
Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office
Department of State Fire Marshal Red Team
Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4
and All Responding Partner Agencies
Dear Partners,
On behalf of Jefferson County Fire & EMS, I would like to personally express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office, Department of State Fire Marshal Red Team, Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4, and every agency and firefighter who responded to the Bench Fire.
When the Bench Fire crossed the east side of the Deschutes River and impacted our community, the incident quickly became a significant threat to our residents, homes, critical infrastructure, and surrounding communities. The response required an extraordinary level of coordination, resources, and commitment.
Your dedication, leadership, and willingness to assist allowed Jefferson County Fire & EMS to continue providing the highest level of service to our community during a very challenging incident. The tremendous number of resources committed to the Bench Fire provided our local crews with an opportunity to get much-needed rest while allowing us to maintain our ability to respond to 911 calls and emergencies throughout our district.
This support was invaluable. Having additional resources available meant that our personnel could rotate, rest, and return to their normal responsibilities while knowing that our community continued to have a strong emergency response presence.
We recognize that every agency that sent firefighters, apparatus, and other resources was also making a commitment to its own community. That sacrifice did not go unnoticed. Your willingness to stand with Jefferson County Fire & EMS and our community during this incident is a true reflection of what makes the fire service so strong.
We are especially grateful for the leadership and coordination provided by the Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office, Department of State Fire Marshal Red Team, and Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4. The integration of local, regional, state, and interstate resources provided critical support during a rapidly evolving incident.
On behalf of our firefighters, paramedics, staff, Board of Directors, and the citizens of Jefferson County, thank you for answering the call and standing with our community. Your professionalism, dedication, and commitment made a meaningful difference to Jefferson County Fire & EMS.
Please extend our sincere appreciation to every member of your organization who contributed to the Bench Fire response. We are grateful for your partnership and support.
With sincere appreciation,
Kasey Skaar
Interim Fire Chief
Jefferson County Fire & EMS

A Special Thank You to Our Mutual Aid Partners
Jefferson County Fire & EMS would like to recognize and sincerely thank the following agencies and organizations that provided personnel, apparatus, leadership, and other resources during the Bench Fire response:
ADD Central Oregon Agencies
Albany Fire Department • Applegate Fire District • Aurora Rural FPD • Banks Fire District 13 • Brownsville RFPD • California OES • Canby Fire District 62 • Cannon Beach RFPD • Central Oregon Coast F&R • Clackamas County FD #1 • Clatskanie Rural FPD • Colton Rural FPD • Cornelius Fire Department • Dallas Fire Department • Depoe Bay RFPD • Dexter RFPD • Douglas County • Dundee Fire & Rescue • Falls City Fire District • Forest Grove Fire & Rescue • Gaston Rural FPD • Gearhart Volunteer FD • Grande Ronde Tribal • Gresham Fire Department • Halsey-Shedd RFPD • Harrisburg Fire & Rescue • Hillsboro Fire & Rescue • Illinois Valley Fire District • Keizer Fire District • Knappa Fire District • Lake County Sheriff's Office • Lake Oswego Fire Dept. • Lebanon Fire District • Lewis & Clark Rural FPD • Marion County Fire Dist. #1 • Medford Fire Department • Mist-Birkenfeld Rural FPD • Molalla Rural Fire District • Mt. Angel Fire District • Nestucca Rural FPD • Netarts-Oceanside FPD • Newport Fire Department • North Lincoln F&R District 1 • Polk County Fire District #1 • Port of Portland • Portland Fire & Rescue • Seaside Fire & Rescue • Silverton Fire District • State Fire Marshal • Sweet Home Fire & Amb. Dist. • Tangent Fire District • Tillamook Fire District • Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue • Vernonia Rural FPD • Yachats Rural FPD
Thank you for standing with Jefferson County Fire & EMS and our community.
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